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evidence, must perceive  that such assertions are worth no-
thing, and, indeed, most of the miracles ascribed to Mohammed
are only found in very late authors* And here it becomes im-
portant to state, that, in all the religions of the people of a Book,
as the Mohammedans call all who profess to have a divine reve-
lation, the Book should be considered as the sole authority.   It
is, however, a melancholy fact, that, for want of attending to this
plain and simple rule, Jews, Christians, and Moslems have
worked out systems of religion, with a multitude of ceremonies
unknown to Moses, Christ, and, Mohammed, and in many in-
stances, contrary to the genius of their respective systems.   To
begin with the Jews.    Jesus told those of his generation, not
merely that they added human inventions to the divine oracles,
but even rendered the latter of none effect through their tradi-
tions; and He shews how their casuists ingeniously contrived to
evade the fifth commandment, which requires children, to honour,
and, if necessary, maintain their parents, not even by giving to
God's service what ought to be expended in this obvious duty,
but by merely declaring such to be their intention.    . In his
age these traditions were only oral;  but  after the destruc-
tion  of Jerusalem, for fear of their being lost, they were
committed  to  writing,  and  fill   many  volumes far  larger
than   the  Law  and   the  Prophets, to   the study  of which
their Rabbis devote their lives, to the comparative neglect of
the Scriptures,  and  shew their   estimation   of the two, by
likening the latter to water, the former to wine.    Again, the
Christians, though they have no such written collections, but
must gather their traditions out of Councils and the writings
of the Fathers, as they call all early ecclesiastical writers,
have strangely corrupted the simplicity of Gospel faith.    The
reader of ecclesiastical history knows that this corruption early
began, and, when the Roman emperors embraced the faith, grew
worse and worse;  so that Mohammed, who probably never
read the New Testament, and knew only Christianity as it
prevailed in Syria and his own Arabia, might well regard it as
little better than the idolatry of his countrymen.    This the
Koran itself shews; and we, to whom the' Bible is open, and
who have rejected the hay and stubble which the Roman Ca-